
Volume XVIII, Issue III 

March 2016 

 

Daylight Savings Time begins Sunday, March 13. 

Don’t forget to set your clocks forward one hour 

before you go to bed Saturday, March 12. 

Want to know more about FBC Columbia? 
Join us Sunday, March 6th at 12:00 noon 

 

FBC 101 is the basic introduction 
to our church and what we  

believe. 
 

A light lunch will be served;   
childcare available upon request.  

 

Call the church office to sign up. 

KIDS EASTER EGG 

HUNT AT  

FBC COLUMBIA 

 

Saturday, March 26 

10:00am  
(10 years                                                

& younger) 

Services: 8:00 & 10:30am 

Breakfast: 9:15-10:15am 

Family Pics: 9:00-10:00am 

(one pose per family) 



Dear Church Family,  

       First, let me say that I love you and I pray God’s richest blessings upon you.  Much is happening here at 

FBCC and I’m glad to be sharing the journey with you.  Let me take just a few moments to share with you certain 

things pertaining to the vision and ministry of our church that I hope you will find encouraging.  Here at FBCC we 

exist to:  

 Worship Christ: We seek to love Jesus with all our hearts and live for His glory in all that we do. 

       I am deeply, appreciative for all the many volunteers who have been helping us to worship the Lord during 

our worship services each week.  From those singing, to those playing instruments, to those serving through our 

audio/visual efforts and everyone in between - they have absolutely stepped up to the plate and hit it out of the 

park.  Please join me in extending your heartfelt appreciation and thanks to our dear friends.  I have sensed 

God’s Spirit moving in our midst, drawing us closer to Him during our times of corporate worship.  I am so very 

thankful for His presence.  I realize that the beauty of music is one of the important ways that God uses to help us 

to connect with Him in worship, giving Him our heart’s focus and our life’s passions, but always remember that 

worshiping God is far bigger than a certain song or a particular style of music.  The focus in worship is always 

God.  Like you, I look forward to God sending our next staff member who can serve alongside our church family 

and help us to worship the Lord with great passion.  Please continue to pray to that end.  And please continue to 

enter God’s house with a spirit of thanksgiving each week we gather together.   

 Grow Together In Christ: We seek to grow to be mature disciples of Jesus by doing the Christian life        

together. 

       Over the last several weeks I have seen great growth in our church family through Christian disciple-

ship.  Several of our men are coming alongside one another and developing one-on-one mentoring relation-

ships.  I have seen others take that brave step of asking another believer to help them grow in the Lord. Several 

of our small groups are really intensifying their efforts to do the Christian life together by loving each other,    

serving those around them and spurring one another on toward godliness.  We need each other - big time.  I 

hope that you are prioritizing your need to do the Christian life together with other believers.  Jump into a small 

group today and begin to grow in your faith.   

 Impact the World For Christ: We seek to impact the world by serving people in need and proclaiming the 

Gospel of Christ. 

       Our church has been so very fortunate these last couple of months to participate in life-changing and      

kingdom impactful opportunities through missions.  Several trips to Haiti to serve alongside of the efforts of In His 

Hands Orphan Outreach to help build the orphan village there has been met with amazing success.  In just a 

matter of a few short months, orphaned children will soon find a home where they will be loved and pointed     

toward Jesus in all things.  Continue to pray for these efforts and participate in one of the upcoming mission trips 

to Haiti.   

       Considering our passion to Impact the World for Jesus, much is happening locally and nationally as 

well.  Our Easter services are soon upon us - Sunday, March 27th, 8:00 am & 10:30 am.  I do hope that you are 

planning to invite several friends who may not yet know Jesus personally or perhaps do not have a church.  I 

learned of one couple that already has 10 people committed to attend Easter service with them.  That’s awe-

some.  This is a   significant opportunity to share the Gospel of Christ with our community.  Be in prayer for out-

reach efforts through Easter and do your part to bring others to Jesus.   

       Beyond the Easter season, I am greatly looking forward to the many ways that our church will seek to share 

Jesus with those around us and beyond; from our upcoming Church Family Mission Trip in July, to VBS and 

camps, to our new and exciting outreach ministry at Christmastime - Journey to Bethlehem, a live action, outdoor 

drama that will allow participants to travel from Nazareth to Bethlehem, where they will be introduced to the story 

and saving grace of Jesus.  I can’t wait.   
 

I love you all very much, and I am grateful to be your pastor.  

Pastor Jonathan 

 



Heart for God Student Ministry 
 

Thank you all for your support and prayers. The ministry cannot run as part of the church if the Saints are not   

praying for us. As I think about the kind words and encouragement that comes our way, it gives strength to the  

ministry as we love God and love others.  

Please drop in any Wednesday night and join us for worship and Bible study. It’s the best way for you to see what 

we are doing. I am so proud of our students. They struggle with so much that I never had to:  

 The culture that teaches them that their emotions are the driving force, not truth 

 Their own sinful nature that wants to make them king and in control of their world 

The stress of full schedules and little time to rest and reflect 

Quick question for thought, are we raising our students for a good life now, or for eternity? I love what Mark      

Warnock says about this. Look at your checkbook and calendar, which will tell you. 

It promises to be a very busy year in the ministry. We have already had a Daughter of the King Girls weekend,    

321 Improv, and made two trips to the CAC to work with students there. A good start but there is more. 

 Every Monday (school day) we meet at McDs at 7am and work through Proverbs together. I will take           

Columbia students to school afterward. 

 Every month 3
rd

 and 4
th
 Tuesday of the month we go to the CAC to work with students. This a great           

opportunity for us to begin to be missionaries right in our own backyard. 

 We are working our way through Ecclesiastes on Sunday nights and the Gospel of John on Wednesday 

nights. 

 First Fridays or Saturdays started in February at the SMC. An evening of games, food, and a devotion. 

 February 26th, 7pm to 9pm, in the Atrium: “Mission Possible” Was a success! Read more about it in the      

Missions page of this Newsletter. 

 March 11th &12th   Young Men’s Retreat at Lake Sallateeska. As Iron Sharpens Iron 

 April 1st & 2nd   Dare to Share where we will be challenged to share our faith and coached on how to do it. 

 April 29th & 30th   D Now for Highland Avenue Baptist Church in Robinson Illinois (our worship team will 

lead the weekend, worship team and parents please reserve these dates) 

 May 25th to June 8th  China Mission Trip 

 May 28th to June 4th  New Mexico - Must Be Regular Attender of Youth group 

 June 28 to July 2nd   Super Summer 

 Haiti trip and Go Teams from IBSA 

 August  Columbia Daze 

 November 4th & 5th   Fall Retreat 

As with all that we do, never let money get in the way of your student attending. I have a budget and know folks 

willing to sponsor students. So sign up and come, just let me know your need. Also, if you come as a sponsor for 

the students, student ministry will pay your way (many come and pay their own, but we are willing to take care of 

you so you can love on students). If you are so led, feel free to sponsor a student to camp, on mission, or just   

support the ministry. Please contact me and I will let you know the need. 

It is that time of the year for medical release forms to be filled out. Your student needs one to be transported and 

participate in Youth group activities off site. I have a stack at the SMC and you can get them from our FB group 

under the files tab. Please have them filled out as soon as you can. You only need one for the whole year for FBC 

activities. Please fill them out so they can get on the bus and come with us. 

Pray for us as we follow what the Lord has prepared for us. I am blessed and privileged to work with our students. 

Watch our FaceBook group for updates and news of the week.  

(http://www.facebook.com/home.php?ref=home#!/groups/85468124568?ap=1) Join us or call me if you have a 

question (618 977 9719), e-mail ltrembly@fbccolumbia.com 
 

Blessings, 
LT 
Love God, Love Others, Mark 12:28-31 

http://www.facebook.com/home.php?ref=home#!/groups/85468124568?ap=1


 

Would you like to help decorate 

Our Worship Center for Easter?  

 

Easter flowers, designated “in memory of” or “in 

honor of” a friend or a loved one, may be ordered 

by calling the church office, or by using the form 

in your Sunday bulletin. Just complete the form 

and return to the church office by March 13th.  
  

Please make checks payable to:  

FBC Columbia. Cost is $5 for each flower. 

Dear Church Family,  
 I pray that each of you are doing well! It is time to start thinking about Easter. I love that       
I get to serve a RISEN SAVIOR!! Once again this year we will be hosting an Easter Egg Hunt the   
Saturday before Easter (March 26th) starting at 10 am. This is a great time to invite your neighbors  
or friends to come alongside you to a FREE event. Then bring them back with you on Sunday for  
our Easter Celebration. I will be collecting individual wrapped candy to be stuffed in Easter Eggs. 
Please leave donations in the church office in box labeled for Egg Hunt. I will also need help with 
hiding the eggs at 8 am on the 26th and a few men to help with traffic.  
 I am excited that our playground equipment will be here soon! As long as the weather         
cooperates we should have it installed in time for Easter!! We will have a work day Saturday     
March 5th to install the timbers and which will give us a layout of the area. Then on the 19th we     
will be installing the playground unit. I will need volunteers to help on the 19th. There will be several 
ways to help on that day, besides installing the equipment we will spread the bags of rubber mulch.            
I could also use help with serving lunch on that day. If you can help on the 19th please let Jenny   
know so she can add you to the list of helpers. I am praising God for His timing. The equipment    
was delayed, but they were able to get it finished and it will ship on time!   
Upcoming Dates to Remember for Hiz Kidz:  

March 19th – Playground installation (begin at 9 am lunch provided)  

March 26th – Easter Egg Hunt (10:00)  

April 5th – Easter Sunday (8:00 & 10:30)  

April 24th – AWANA Commencement  

May 11th  – Hiz Kidz Choirs performances  

June 13th – 16th – Fine Arts Camp  

July 18th – 22nd – Children’s Camp (3rd – 6th grade)  

July 31st – August 4th – Vacation Bible School  

Thank you for all you do to pray for the kids. It is a blessing to serve and work alongside all of you!  
 

Joyfully Serving Him!  
Jenny Auld 



2016 HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATE’S PHOTO CD!  

High School seniors, please submit to the church office, in an envelope, up to ten of your    
favorite pictures of yourself, from baby photo through your senior photo. Electronic or digital 
files preferred. Write your full name on the outside of the envelope.  If you know what college 

you will attend, please write that on the envelope also. Deadline April 15. 

To Pastor Peters and the Church, 

I wanted to express how much I appreciate all you have 

done for my mom (Gerry) and the family. Thank you for 

your love and care through prayer, phone calls, cards, 

and visits. It has really blessed mom and us and I  be-

lieve continued to give her strength. It’s wonderful to 

have brothers and sisters in Christ loving on one another 

this way, simply put, being the body of Christ! Mom’s 

Sunday School class has been such a blessing as well 

with food and flowers and cards. It all has kept my 

mom’s spirit strong. 

And so, I’m very grateful to God for His love and care 

through the body of Christ. 

 

Love In Christ, 

Jan Peterson & the Westrich Family 

I want to thank Pastor Jonathan for his visit to the hospital on my day of surgery, and for his prayers. I also want to thank all the women in MaryAnn’s class for the flowers, cards and visits. Thanks to all the others who sent cards and prayers. They were very much appreciated. 
 

Love In Christ,  
Gerry Westrich 

 

IT’S ALMOST SPRING! 
 

We are looking for people to help cut grass on our 

church property.  If you are interested, please contact 

Butch Harris at 618-281-4315, or  618-604-0340. 

 

May 25 - June 5     Total Cost  $3500 - $4000 
 

IF GOD IS LEADING YOU TO GO ON MISSION TO 
CHINA, SIGN UP NOW! 

 

For more information visit http:/inhishansorphans.org/ 
 

Email questions to Shannon@inhishandsorphans.org 
 

And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send and who will 

go for us?” Then I said, “Here I am!  Send me!”   Isaiah 6:8 

 

Join Team Chenzhou and In His 

Hands Orphans Outreach as we 

return to the heart of Hunan 

province in China.  We have 

been building beautiful rela-

tionships for over 5 years with  

the orphans, staff and commu-

nity that call  Chenzhou home. 

 

 

 



Missions Minute 
 

The Missions Committee has been busy the last several months with mission trips going out, and more in the 

coming months. There are groups going to China, Haiti, New Mexico, Uganda and Guatemala. Not to mention the 

upcoming Family Mission Trip this summer! (July?) Stay tuned for more information regarding this family trip.  

We will be assisting Streator Baptist Camp with some projects and a local church. Prayerfully consider how you 

can be a part of serving related to missions within our church. Whether you go yourself, commit to praying for 

those on the field or are able to give to support those going out, we are all called to be on mission for Christ. 

Our tag line is “God Calls All Ages”, quote from Roger Spurgeon. 
 

On Friday, February 26th we had a night of missions with “Mission Possible.” The students led us with worship, 

drama, and each of the international mission had a chance to share their heart for the missions coming up this 

summer. Below are some highlights and pictures from that evening. 

 
 

 

The Mission Possible Board is in the atrium to support all the missions. If the Lord leads you to, please take an 

envelope and add a check to FBC, with a note in the memo for Missions, for the amount on the front of the                  

envelope to support these missions. Most of all, please pray for us as we “Go and make disciples” around the 

world. 
 

MISSION COMMITTEE 
 

Erin Westfall 

Ashley Ramsey 

Candi Feazel 

Brian Harriss 

Bob Pellman 

Riley Tullis 
Lonnie Trembly 

MISSION POSSIBLE GIVING BOARD 



 
 

 

 

 

DEACONS 

Dewayne Gerberding, Jeff Lane 
 

PRAYER PARTNERS 

MARCH 6 Mike Byrd, Larry Goleaner,     

Cecil Harriss, Grant Richter, Roger 

Spurgeon, Mark Tullis, Jack Turner 

MARCH 13 Keith Asselmeier, Jason  

Courtney, Clyde Kempf, Jeff Lane,    

Dave Martin, Brian Spurgeon, Ron Weber 

MARCH 20 Gary Bueltemann, Gary Couch, 

Taff Harris, Rob Henson, John Marion, 

Mike Thomas, Mark Walter, Shawn 

Westfall 

MARCH 27 Jeremy Barton, David    

Bueltemann, Terry Guethle, Mike      

Ramsey, Adam Rose, Monte Wilhelm 
 

INTERPRETERS FOR THE DEAF 

MARCH 6  Mindy Guethle / Denise Byrd 

MARCH 13 Candi Feazel / Denise Byrd 

MARCH 20 Mindy Guethle / Candi Feazel 

MARCH 27 Mindy Guethle / Denise Byrd 
 

USHERS (March)  

Francis Asselmeier, Dick Hoffman,  Don 

Horn, Joe Iorio, John Love, Luke 

McClanahan, David Ray, Ron Snow 

NURSERY WORKERS 

MARCH 6 Babies: Kevin & Lonnie Hileman 

Toddlers: Mike & Dawn Gaynor 

1’s-2’s: Jamie & Christina Frank 

3’s: Nick & Christy Cracchiolo 

4’s: Kara Grafton, Youth Helper 

MARCH 13 

Babies: Jon & Jessie Maus 

Toddlers: Angie Emring, Angie Weber 

1’s-2’s: Christel Abbeg, Sara Duguay 

3’s: John  & Sandy Marion 

4’s: HELP NEEDED 

MARCH 20 

Babies: Joanna Hoffman, Michelle Tullis 

Toddlers: Shannon Flowers, Youth Helper 

1’s-2’s: Ben & Julie Nelson 

3’s: Phyliss Kaiping & Family  

4’s: Kara Grafton, Youth Helper 

MARCH 27 

Babies: Dan & Megan Flowers 

Toddlers: Jonathan & Elaine Mercer 

1’s-2’s: Pam Case, Toni Holloway 

3’s: Sarah Ballard, Cindy Phelps-Heldt 

4’s: Josh & Amanda Vandever 

 

Peanut Allergy Alert: PLEASE do not send any food into the nursery rooms at church.   Any contact with food processed 
with nuts or nut oil in any form can cause a severe reaction in children with life threatening  peanut  allergies. 

SECURITY OBSERVERS 

MARCH 6 Jeremy Barton, Bill Case 

MARCH 13 Ken Cooper 

MARCH 20 Terry Geist, Adam Hemken 

MARCH 27 Jeff Lane, Doug Rose 
 

SECURITY RESPONDERS 

MARCH 6   Russ Harrison 

MARCH 13 Rick Davis 

MARCH 20 Russ Harrison 

MARCH 27 Rick Davis 
 

FIRST AID RESPONDER 

MARCH 6 Marti Harriss 

MARCH 13 Candi Feazel 

MARCH 20 Amy Iorio 

MARCH 27 Claudia Asselmeier 
 

GREETERS 

MARCH 6   8:00 Julie Binder, Sallie Blue, 

Gary Couch 

9:00 & 10:45 Dave & Denise Bueltemann 

MARCH 13  8:00  Gary Couch, Dave & 

Sherry Martin 

9:00 & 10:45  Bev & Bill Crenshaw 

MARCH 20  8:00 Gary Couch, Bob & Deb-

bie Pellman 

9:00 & 10:45  Brian & Robin Spurgeon 

MARCH 27  8:00  Gary Couch, Monte & 

Mary Wilhelm 

9:00 & 10:45  Mark & Michelle Tullis 

If you are scheduled to serve, but are 

unable to do so, please find a substi-

tute or contact the head of your as-

signed area. Thank You!  Questions? 

Contact the office 281-5605. 

Shannon Laxton 
Email: shannonlaxton@gmail.com 
Cell: (618) 698-9196 
 

On Sunday, March 13th we will observe “Sunday of HOPE” where 

we will show love and support to our family and friends fighting    

cancer.  During service, there will be a time of prayer where we, as 

a church family, will have an opportunity to pray over someone    

currently fighting cancer or in recovery.  It could also be a time 

where groups of people or families pray for loved ones, neighbors or 

friends that have been struck by this terrible disease.  Additionally, 

we would like to ask the church congregation to wear the color red 

that day as a symbol of our love and support. 

If you are currently fighting cancer or in recovery, we would love to 

pray for you and encourage you during this difficult time.  Please 

contact Shannon Laxton or Sandy Marion.   

   
Sandy Marion 
Email: smarion1571@gmail.com 
Cell: (618) 719-6206 

mailto:shannonlaxton@gmail.com
mailto:smarion1571@gmail.com


For the Record—February 2016 

(snow on February  14) 

Bible Study Average 217  

Weekly Worship Average 355  

Monthly Budget Offering Received $58,208.58 

YTD Budget Needed $159,238.17 

YTD Budget Received $129,397.41 

Follow the Dream: Sprint to the Finish 

Sprint to the Finish Amount Pledged (2013-2016) $1,316,318.00 

Spring to the Finish Received—January $24,964.33 

Sprint to the Finish received since May 2013 $1,261,096.19 

     Serve  Others 
There are many areas in which to 

serve in our church. Please sign up on a form at the 
Information Table in the atrium. 

FBC COLUMBIA SCHEDULE OF SERVICES: 
SUNDAY: 
    Bible Study Groups 8:15am  (adult classes—no nursery or childcare) 
    Worship  9:30am  (childcare for birth through Pre-K) 
    Bible Study Groups      11:00am  (all ages birth through age 150!) 
    AWANA  5:00-6:30pm (September—May; ages 3 through 5th grade) 
    Youth Group  5:00-6:30pm (meets at Student Ministry Center) 
     FBC Choir   6:45pm 
 
WEDNESDAY: 
    Youth Group  6:30-8:00pm (meets at Student Ministry Center) 
    Bible Study & Prayer 6:30pm 
    Hiz Kidz Choir  6:30pm (September—May; ages 4 through 5th grade) 
 
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH STAFF: 

For ministry needs, please don’t hesitate to contact a member of our staff personally. 
 

Jonathan Peters, Senior Pastor  (618-978-7989) 
Lonnie Trembly, Associate Pastor, Students  (618-977-9719) 
Jenny Auld, Director, Preschool & Children Ministries   (636-248-4203) 
 

Karen Mercer, Secretary Diana Goleaner, Secretary    Susan Baum, Bookkeeper 
Mark Walter, Custodian Terry Geist, Custodian 

   
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 

1200 Valmeyer Rd ▪ Columbia, Illinois 62236 
(618) 281-5605 office ▪ (618) 281-7386 fax 

email: info@fbccolumbia.com   

website: fbccolumbia.com          


